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Hope in the Lord

Matthew 12:21 New American Standard Bible (NASB, 1995)
#T“AND IN HiS NAME THE GENTILES WILL HOPE.”

Isaiah 42:1-4 (NASB, 1995)

42 “Behold, My Servant, whom | uphold;

My chosen one in whom My soul delights.

| have put My Spirit upon Him;

He will bring forth justice to the nations.

?“He will not cry out or raise His voice,

Nor make His voice heard in the street.

34“A bruised reed He will not break

And a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish;
He will faithfully bring forth justice.

*“He will not be disheartened or crushed

Until He has established justice in the earth;

And the coastlands will wait expectantly for His law.”

Introduction

Let me begin with a story. An American POW during World War II. " He drew a daily
comic strip—one panel at a time—that circulated through the barracks.

That little strip gave the prisoners something to look forward to. A spark of hope in
unthinkable conditions (Focus on the Family, Dec 2025/Jan 2026).

It reminds us: even the smallest flame of hope can keep a soul alive.

Hope. If there’s one thing our world aches for today, it is hope: hope for ourselves,
for our families, for our nation, and hope for the world. The more chaotic life becomes, the
louder our hearts cry for something steady and certain—something that will not collapse
beneath our feet.

And this morning, God speaks to us a simple yet necessary word: Find hope in Me.
Don’t look afar. You already have the hope you seek. Hope is not hidden or lost, nor
unavailable. Hope has a Name. Christ. Christ, the hope of the world, is coming. That’s what
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Advent is about. The hope that every human heart longs for has already been given in the
Person of Christ—the hope of the world.

Today we reflect on what Scripture reveals about hope in the Lord—and how that
hope overcomes despair. Three truths guide us.

Content

1. Christ is our hope in daily life. Hope is not just a doctrine or a feeling. Hope is a
person, and His name is Jesus. He meets us in the ordinary—and the painful—moments of
our daily lives. When hardships confront us, we realize that money cannot sustain us—bank
accounts rise and fall. We also find out that our own strength cannot carry us, either. In
such moments, God never intended us to remain in despair. As a solution, He has given us
Christ, the Light of the world (John 8:12). He is perfectly just and infinitely gentle who
doesn’t break even a bruised reed (Isaiah 42:3). He is humble of heart (Matthew 11:2) and
overflowing with love, compassion, and patience.

Scripture gives us examples of believers who walked through deep valleys—Job in
grief, Jonah in darkness, David in danger, and Paul in persecution. Their experiences remind
us that faith in the Lord does not exempt us from life’s troubles. Adversities they faced made
them feel the pull of despair. But they did not remain there. The Lord of hope lifted them.

And today the same Lord, Christ, lifts us still:

e Hegives courage (Psalm 31:24).
e He strengthens us (Philippians 4:13).
o Hislight shines into our darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it (John 1:5).

Christ is your hope when despair surrounds you. Christ is your light when your path
seems hidden. Christ is your strength when your own strength runs out.

And sometimes, hope comes not in a dramatic moment but in a quiet whisper of His
presence—an unexpected verse, a sustaining prayer, a reminder that He has not left you.
The second truth about hope is this:

2. The very hope we need is found in God’s Word. If you truly want hope—deep,
lasting hope—there is one place you must go: the Word of God. Dig. Search. Savor.
Scripture is a wellspring where hope is buried like treasure waiting to be uncovered. Did you
know that the Bible testifies to Christ? Did you also know that it speaks far more of hope
than despair?
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The word ‘hope’ appears ten times more often than ‘despair’ (146 instances versus
14). Scripture teaches us something vital: We need to reinforce our heart with hope ten
times more than despair that attacks us.

| also discovered that the words ‘hope’ and ‘light’ frequently appear together. So do
the words ‘despair’ and ‘darkness.” Hope travels with light. Despair travels with darkness.
In the Bible, ‘light’ appears twice more often than ‘darkness.” The way | take it is this: we
need to pump God’s light and hope into our heart, especially in seasons of darkness and
despair.

So, if you’re in despair but neglect God’s Word, you are unintentionally doing the
greatest disservice to yourself. Don’t say, “I see no way out,” if you refuse to open the very
book that shows the way out. Remember: God’s Word is powerful and living that it provides
you with a way out: the fear of the Lord, wisdom, direction, knowledge, courage, renewal,
strength, and the reminder that God is with you.

Listen to the Psalmist: “In His word do I hope” (Psalm 130:5). Listen to Isaiah: Those
who wait for the Lord renew their strength (Isaiah 40:31). “Though I fall | will rise; Though |
dwell in darkness, the Lord is a light for me” (Micah 7:8). From the belly of the fish Jonah
prayed, “When my life was ebbing away, | remembered you, Lord, and my prayer rose to you,
to your holy temple” (Jonah 2:7, NIV). God’s Word is the wellspring of renewal and the
fountain of hope. The third truth is that

3. Christ is the hope of the world. Think about it. To call someone “the hope of the
world” is no small statement. To be the hope of the world, one must have qualifications
that no human being possesses. After looking across history, | concluded that no human
being, no other religion, is big enough for this job. Not kings or queens. No politicians or
generals. Not popes or pastors. Not scientists or philosophers. Not anyone. No idols. No
one has shoulders wide enough to carry the hope of humanity. Only God Himself.

And Scripture affirms what | just said. Jeremiah calls God Himself “the hope of Israel”
(Jeremiah 14:8). Matthew declares, “In His name the nations will hope” (Matthew 12:21).
Paul refers to Jesus directly as “Christ Jesus, our hope” (1 Timothy 1:1). Christ is the hope of all
nations. The hope of all races. True hope for humanity is not found in humanity itself, nor in
human achievement, nor in technology, nor in military power (Psalm 33:17). True hope is
found in Christ alone. | want to reemphasize what | just said with a question.

What Makes Christ Uniquely Qualified for the Only Hope of the World?
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Because of Who He Is. God made Him one and the only Savior of the world. He is
the only way to God the Father (John 14:6). He was born to save humanity from sin. He is
the only One who laid down His life to deliver us from the consequences of sin—eternal
death. He is the only One who is qualified to do so, because He was sinless. He suffered for
us, the righteous for the unrighteous (1 Peter 3:18), the sinless for the sinful. Indeed, He is
the hope of our salvation (1 Thessalonians 5:8).

Isaiah 9:2-6 adds even more of His qualifications long before His birth:

e He brings a great light and shines on those who walk in darkness.

o He multiplies gladness among nations.

e He breaks the yoke of oppression.

e Herules with perfect justice and everlasting love.

e Heis Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

Christ alone is able. He alone is the hope of the world. He has come and He is coming
again.

Conclusion

As we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ, the hope of the world, let us live
out this hope in two ways.

First, look outward: if you know someone walking through darkness, reach out with
Christlike kindness, not with judgment. Scriptural reminds us, "For the despairing man
there should be kindness from his friend" (Job 6:14). Be the presence of Christ's gentle hope
for them. Be a gentle light to someone else’s flickering wick.

Second, look inward: when despair attempts to settle in your own heart, confront it
with the truth of the One who has come. Speak the word of hope over your soul. Make this
ancient declaration your own: “Why are you in despair, O my soul? And why have you
become disturbed within me? Hope in God, for | shall again praise Him for the help of His
presence” (Psalm 42:5). May Christ the hope whom we celebrate this season sustain us until
He comes again. Remember Christ’s presence, His strength, and His light.

So wherever you are today—if your hope feels barely flickering—remember this:
Hope has a name.
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And His name is Jesus. The Light in darkness. The strength in weakness. The steady
foundation when everything else shakes. Let us pray.
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